Unit Six   Book 2

Unit Six     Women, Half the Sky
Text A  I’m going to Buy the Brooklyn Bridge

Teaching Objectives

Students will be able to：
1. grasp the main idea ( the belief in superwomen encourages average women to achieve their goals ) and structure of the text;

2. appreciate how the author achieves coherence for her essay;

3. master the key language points and grammatical structures in the text.

Key words and expressions: 
aside  charm  client  consume  decorate  despite  draft  incredible  item  lap  military  possess  rarely  remainder  reproach  skeptical  sophisticated  undo

achieve/have one’s heart’s desire  a piece of cake  at intervals  bide one’s time  by nature 

care for  get one’s act together  move on to  put pencil/pen to paper  race the clock 

Time Allotment
1st period: preparation

2nd and 3rd period: text organization, language points

4th and 5th period: words, expressions and structures

6th period: after-text exercises

7th and 8th period: text B and other theme-related activities

Teaching Contents and Teaching Procedures
Cultural Notes：
Feminism:  In the 1960s feminism(=the belief that women and men are equal in abilities and should have equal rights and opportunities) became the subject of intense debate when the women’s liberation movement encouraged women to reject their traditional supporting role and to demand equal status and equal rights with men in areas such as employment and pay. 

Since then the gender gap between the sexes has been reduced. However the battle between feminist and traditional views of a woman’s role continues. It is widely accepted by younger people that women should, if they wish, be allowed to develop their careers and not give up work when they have a family.

Feminism has brought about many changes in the English languages. Many words for job titles that included “man” have been replaced, for example “police officer” is used instead of “policeman” and “chairperson” for “chairman”. “He” is now rarely used to refer to a person when the person could be either a man or a woman. The title “Ms” is used for women instead of “Miss” or “Mrs”, since it does not show whether a woman is married or not. 

Pre-reading tasks:

ⅰ Listen to the recording two or three times and then think over the following questions: P302
1. Why can’t women be ignored?

Because of their huge number.

2. What price have women had to pay for their wisdom?

Women were bent and kept down on the floor.

3. What happens to them if you try to break their will?

You can bend them but you can never break them. It only serves to make them more determined to achieve their final goal.

4. Have women realized their dreams?

No, because “I’m still an embryo with a long, long way to go until I make my brother understand.”

ⅱ Free discussion:

Ss discuss the following questions with the partners: “ Is my mother busy?” “What are her main tasks in daily life?” “Who does more housework at home, my father or my mother?”

ⅲ Introductory remarks:

Whether you like it or not, women in many cases have to take up more responsibilities than men. That’s why the author writes: “Men have generally been assured that achieving their heart’s desires would be a piece of cake. Women, of course, have always believed that we can’t have our cake and eat it too.” What she means is that men are encouraged to achieve their goals in life, but women know that they can only achieve some goals at the expense of other goals. However, there are superwomen in the real world who are capable of great deeds as well as enjoying life. It is they who give the average woman the courage to go on.

While-reading tasks:

ⅰ What is “the Brooklyn Bridge”?

1. The Brooklyn Bridge is over the East River in New York City that connects Manhattan with Brooklyn. It was opened in 1883 and has a length of 1595 feet (486 meters). 

2. Ss read the first two paragraphs to understand why a friend said that “if I believed everything in the report, she had a bridge in Brooklyn she’d like to sell me”.  

The friend meant that if “I” believed everything in the report, I might as well believe that she had the Brooklyn Bridge to see me.

3. Ss give alternative terms for “a bridge in Brooklyn”. 

An incredible story, something impossible, etc.

4. T guide the Ss through Text Organization Ex. 1 on Page 183, and Ss give the main idea of each part during the study of the text.

ⅱ Language study:

Part 1 (Para 1 ~ 3): Despite her friend’s advice, the author, unable to resist the temptation, falls for superwomen story again.

1. item: one of a number of things, esp. in a list or as a group

There is a fascinating news item in today’s China Daily.

There are at least 15 items on her Christmas shopping list.

Please check the items on the bill.

Coffee is a chief export item of Brazil.

2. undo: 

(1) disturb or upset greatly

Her daughter’s idea about wealth undid me.

The sight of the animal’s suffering undid me.

(2) untie, open

Can you undo this knot?

You have to undo the lace before you can take off the shoes.

3. hit / strike home: (of remarks, etc.) have the intended effect

His criticism hit home. I was really selfish.

There arguments hit home.

4. incredible:  adj.  too extraordinary to be believed; unbelievable

We found his story incredible.

I don’t believe that you have finished all the work in just one hour. It’s incredible.

★ credible:  adj.  (of sth) believable

Is this news report credible?

The witness’s words are credible.

★ credulous:  adj.  (of sb) easy to believe sth

He’s credulous enough to believe anything you tell him.

Only a credulous person would believe such a story.

★ incredulous:  adj.  

When they heard the story they were at first incredulous.

When the discovery was first announced, many scholars were incredulous.

5. skeptical: adj. (in the habit of ) doubting that sth is true, right, etc.

He presented his thesis, but the professor was skeptical about his findings.

He is absolutely convinced that the plan will work, but I’m still a bit skeptical about it.

6. consume: v.

(1) eat or drink

It didn’t take the hungry boy long to consume the loaf of bread.

The children consumed all the chocolate ice-creams at the birthday party.

(2) use up

An automobile consumes gasoline.

This is time-consuming work.

7. care for: 

(1) take care of

The mother cared for the sick child day and night.

The house looked well cared for.

(2) like or love (used in negative or interrogative sentences)

I don’t care much for jazz music.

Would you care for a walk?

He cares very little for fame now.

   care about  关心，忧虑

Part 2 (Para 4 ~ 7): Her encounter with a superwoman and its impact on her.

1. lap: n.

(1) the flat area formed by one’s thighs when you are sitting down

Mother was sitting with the baby on her lap.

She sat by the fire with a book on her lap.

A part of a long journey, between two points where you stop

(2) one circuit round a track

Each lap of the running track is 200m.

He overtook the other runners on the last lap.

2. reproach sb (for sth): blame sb for sth

I didn’t reproach him for breaking his promise.

He reproached himself constantly for not visiting his mother before she died.

Part 3 (Para 8 ~ 11): She tells about what prevents her from becoming a superwoman herself.

1. in theory: under ideal conditions; theoretically

In theory everyone has equal rights.

The government plans seem good in theory but I doubt if they’ll work in practice.

2. harmony: n. pleasant combination of different notes of music or opinion, etc.

The harmony of sea and sky makes a beautiful picture.

There can be no harmony between two selfish persons.

In harmony (with sb)

He and I worked together in harmony for years.

Since they moved into the new community they have lived in harmony with their neighbors.

3. by nature: as a result of inborn or inherent qualities

She is by nature sociable.

I am not a violent man by nature, but these insults were more than I could bear.

4. get one’s act together: (infml) organize oneself and one’s activities so that one does things in an effective way

He will have to get his act together if he is going to pass the exam. He can’t just sit about doing nothing all day.

Come on, get your act together or we’ll miss the train.

5. remainder: n. the remaining time, people or things

Twenty people came in and the remainder stayed outside.

You can keep the remainder of the money.

6. interval:  n. time between events; a space between two things

There is a two-hour ~ to the next train.

After a brief interval we resumed our conversation.

The interval between the two trees measures 40 feet.

At intervals (of)

Trees are standing at ~s along the street.

It rained at intervals throughout the night.

Trains leave at intervals of half an hour.

Seeds are planted at intervals of three inches.

7. set aside: put (time or money) away for a special purpose

Each week he tried to set aside some money for emergencies.

He sets aside half an hour every morning to do sports.

Be sure to set aside enough time to complete your normal reading and writing assignments.

8. race the clock: do sth quickly in order to finish it in the available time

The semester is coming to an end. We have to race the clock every day to prepare for the final exams.

The deadline will be due tomorrow. We have to race the clock.

9. possess: v. (fml) have or own

The country possesses rich mineral deposits.

They possess eight acres of land.

The nobility alone possessed political power.

10. bide one’s time: wait patiently for a chance

She bided her time, planning revenge.

We mustn’t get impatient; if we bide our time the chance will come.

His rivals are biding their time for a chance to attack his policies.

Part 4 (Para 12 ~ 14): She analyzes why she is still fascinated by modern superwoman tales.

1. charm: 

(1) vt. attract; give pleasure to

She charmed all of us when she came into the room 

The boys were charmed by the sailor’s tales of adventure.

(2) n. pleasing quality; attractiveness

This town has charm you couldn’t find in a big city.

A fireplace holds much charm on cold winter nights.

2. take in: cheat

Don’t trust that fellow. He’ll take you in if he gets the chance.

We were completely taken in by his story.

Don’t let yourself be taken in by these politicians.

3. despite: in spite of

~ sth

Despite their poverty, the children seemed happy.

Despite his illness, he came to the meeting.

~ doing sth

Despite wanting to see him again, she refused to reply to his letters.

4. have much / a lot of / sth / little /nothing to do with: have … connection with 

Her job is something to do with marketing.

His decision to accept the job has much to do with his financial problem.

His death has nothing to do with the case.

5. achieve / have one’s heart’s desire(s): get sb / sth you want very much

To achieve his heart’s desires, he had to work from morning to night.

He felt he had achieved his heart’s desire when she accepted his proposal to marriage.

6. a piece of cake: sth that is very easy to do

Getting in touch with his overseas friends via email is a piece of cake for the old man.

The quiz is a piece of cake for him and he finished it within half an hour.

7. sophisticated: adj.

(1) worldly-wise; showing knowledge of the world

She had become a sophisticated woman who knew all the rich and famous people in Paris.

He is sophisticated enough not to be taken in by others.

(2) advanced, complicated

The missile has a sophisticated guidance system.

I can’t work this sophisticated new equipment.

Part 5 (Para 15): She comes to the conclusion that to her, admiring a heroine is something worth doing.

1. move on to: stop doing one thing and begin dealing with the next

After finishing the text, we will move on to the exercises.

We’re about to move on to the second stage of the project.

2. investment: n. putting money in sth

More and more people have the desire to buy a house as an investment.

The man became rich through making wise investment.

~ in sth

Total foreign investment in America still constitutes only a small portion of US assets.

☆ invest v.

~ some money in sth

If I had any money, I would invest it in that land.

I have invested all my money in stocks.

Post-reading tasks:

ⅰ What makes this text a coherent essay?

1. Ss read Writing Strategy in Theme-related Language Learning Tasks on Page 202.

2. Ss find out the devices used to achieve coherence in the text.

ⅱ Text Analysis:

As mentioned in Writing Strategy for this unit, there are three main ways of achieving coherence: the use of transitional words and phrases, the repetition of key words and phrases, and the use of parallel structure.

Text A does employ such transitional words like but, however, yet. Paras 8 to 10 provide a good example of using transitional phrases and sentences, so much so that we can consider this section as a mini-essay. The topic is made clear by the last sentence of Para 8:”No matter how carefully I plan my time, the plan always goes wrong.” Para 9 goes on to say that something must go wrong with the kids when I make schedules of military precision. Para 10 states: “Other days, every item on my schedule will take three times the number of minutes set aside.”

Yet the most striking feature of Text A is the repetition of key words and phrases. The occurrences of the phrase Brooklyn Bridge or the bridge weave the essay into a coherent piece. Synonyms like superwoman, superwomen, heroine, supersisters, and superheroins appear five times to remind readers of the topic of this essay. The five instances where the phrase “in her spare time” is used emphasize the amazing fact that some super-capable women can still find spare time in their tight schedule. On the other hand, synonymous phrases like modern fairy tale, fantasy, dream, incredible achievements, and extraordinary deeds point out the fact that many people do not believe in superwomen stories.

There is no strictly parallel structure in this essay. However, some may regard the comparison between “my” daily struggle and the achievements of Kate L., the daughter of a politician, the woman executive, etc. as parallel.
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